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The Right to Play is focused on the development of 
playgrounds in America at the end of the 19th century. This overall 
development is shown through a focus on Boston, the city that 
instituted the first playground in the country and mirrors the 
similar rise of playgrounds in other cities. Throughout the 1800s 
children in cities played in the streets or any abandoned lot they 
could find. However, parents wanted what they believed to be a 
safer and healthier environment for their children to play. Along 
with this, reformers believed that these mostly immigrant and poor 
children were in need of saving, both physically and morally. 
	 v	
Because of this, they began philanthropic efforts to establish play 
spaces were children could exercise freely, and also be taught the 
“proper” way of play. Beginning in 1885 with a small sand garden, 
these efforts led to the establishment of playgrounds and play 
advocacy groups across the country. In Boston, the playground 
movement grew so popular as to necessitate its abortion and 
financial support by local governments with the passing of the 
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state	in	America.	The	overwhelming	vote	in	favor	of	playgrounds	is	additional	evidence	that	the	American	people	propose,	first	of	all,	to	take	care	of	their	children.115		The	 referendum	 itself	 shows	 that	 the	 final	playground	 reform	was	brought	about	 through	 overwhelming	 public	 support.	 The	 bill	mandating	 this	 referendum	was	made	possible	by	the	positive	results	of	the	tireless	efforts	of	play	reformers	in	the	late	19th	century.	Because	of	their	efforts,	parents	were	given	the	opportunity	to																																																									113	Fitchburg	Daily	Sentinel.	April	9th,	1909.	114	The	Playground	(March	1908)	p.	127.	115	Fitchburg	Daily	Sentainel,	March	11th,	1909.	
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